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The survey of Korean people’s linguistic consciousness in 2020 was
conducted using home-visit method with the sample of 5000 Korean people
between 20 year-old and 69 year-old respondents. The purpose of this study
to inverstigate the status of Korean people’s linguistic consciousness such
as interest level, usage of the language, views on language education and
language policy.

Since the first survey in 2005, subsequent surveys have been carried out
every five years. In 2020, the 4th survey was conducted. Through these
subsequent data, This study suggests that trend analysis of Korean people’s
linguistic consciousness.

The level of interest in Korean language and its usage was 55.4% in 2020
and has increased since 2010. Speaking(78.5%) and language etiquette(73.9%)
are the main parts of interest.

Koreans think that they use Korean language correctly(50.9%), and
generally think positively(73.1%) about using honorific in various
environments such as at home, school and work. The main reason for the
positive view is that the honorific contains the Korean culture which
respects the elderly and regards manners highly(41.8%).

Koreans use slang(48.1%) more frequently than curse words(46.9%). Curse
words and slang are usually used to express unpleasant emotions(32.6%)
and are spoken habitually(23.1%). Moreover, the rate of habitual use has
consistently increased since 2005.

The standard language(56.7%) is more frequently used than local
dialects(43.3%). Thus, the usage rate of standard language has increased
since 2010. Koreans feel friendly(79.9%) when they talk to people using
local dialects and feel positive(86.1%) about their use of local dialects.

The reason for using foreign-originated words or foreign languages
instead of HKorean words is that they can convey more precise
meanings(41.2%) and the people who agreed to this reason has increased



since 2005. They also believe that only the difficult foreign words should be
changed into Korean equivalent words(53.0%).

For the language usage in mass media, many people believe that the
language used in broadcasting plays an positive role in daily language
life(46.7%). The main reasons of this positive view are that it can act as a
guide to language norms(43.7%) and provide models of language life(36.8%).
Whereas, others think that the language used in broadcasting has a
negative impact(34.4%), because this may induce the Vviolent or
discriminatory language culture(46.6%).

36.3% of the respondents often had difficulties understanding the meaning

of words on newspapers and television in 2020, and this response rate has
sharply increased from 5.6% in 2015. People experienced difficulties
understanding the meaning of professional terms(53.3%), complicated
Chinese characters(46.3%), and buzzwords or new words(43.1%).
Meanwhile, 22.9% of the respondents think that the language used for
documents, notices, and brochures by public institutions are relatively not
easy (But, 33.4% of them thinks the language by public institutions is easy).
The parts that need immediate improvement are ‘long and complicated
sentences that are hard to understand'(50.8%)’, 'usage of difficult unfamiliar
Chinese characters'(48.2%) and so on.

The respondents think that the use of discriminatory expressions or hate
speech in Korean society has increased(62.9%) and thus, legal, institutional
regulations and strict punishment on the use of such discriminatory
expressions are required(50.0%).

To build better language life, national institute should arrange and
promote easy Korean language standards(35.2%), provide large-scale Korean
language usage survey(22.6%), and operate Korean language education
programs(21.4%).

Through this survey, one can understand the status of Korean people’s
linguistic consciousness such as interest level, usage of the language, views
on language education and language policy. Furthermore, using accumulated
data, one can identify the periodic changes in Korean people's linguistic
CONSCIoUSNESS.
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3) TRAQUL IR, ALE 0|8 AB A 2

O ZYH JES 0|8t VI ¥ EUHO| it YRS O[&si YT 1o BE
TS FARH XFLEMN g0 FEHES =0l AS FH2E ¢ 7132 8 B4

oM AMEeh ZHEO Ot §2= 20208% 7|=2 &4
FEE 0|83t 7t32 ZHBANM = 2020 7|FS TRARUL, AR F AF(7
AZOOG) x J2(2) =0 ot BF 204 ~ 694 Q1 AZE AEs0 AeSer 2FsIUS.
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2F 732 = 2A 7132 x RS 2FAs x A2Se 2FAS

| E1-4] 202085 7|F A= 2 AZHE AU HE

[F2H]
= A 20~ 294M 30 ~ 394 40 ~ 494 50 ~ 594 60 ~ 694

A 19,180,628 3,703,732 3,775,425 4,234,782 4,310,213 3,156,476
MEEEA| 3,535,184 718,988 749,206 749,966 742,792 574,232
HARYAA| 1,211,218 235,689 218,123 251,937 267,991 237,478
CH 2 A 881,776 173,224 160,383 190,633 207,378 150,158
QLA 1,116,928 210,858 225,830 249,943 255,366 174,931
RN 539,024 114,768 102,070 123,633 120,174 78,379
O Z A 558,353 130,145 104,954 118,738 119,967 84,549
SAELAA| 443,720 80,461 87,717 97,738 107,694 70,110
M SELERIZ|A 122,310 22,936 29,852 33,478 22,057 13,987
A7\ = 5,056,987 953,124 1,063,747 1,183,058 1,125,788 731,270
= 554,783 108,399 88,737 112,878 132,795 111,974

s 613,902 126,498 113,473 127,091 140,316 106,524
Ei= 823,552 160,759 167,066 182,308 179,745 133,674
=L 633,080 124,121 102,695 136,477 150,183 119,604
HE 621,101 104,669 100,494 134,130 156,902 124,906
L 976,729 180,497 172,644 201,411 231,472 190,705
E= 1,249,882 214,954 242,317 282,775 293,147 216,689
EHZR| = 242,099 43,642 46,117 58,588 56,446 37,306
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[HA]

12 A 20~ 294 30 ~ 394 40 ~ 494 50 ~ 594 60 ~ 694

A 18,346,469 3,268,053 3,428,125 4,056,946 4,276,834 3,316,511
M2EHL| 3,712,125 782,898 744,543 758,284 782,479 643,921
HARIA | 1,222,538 214,571 203,971 247,258 289,783 266,955
O A| 871,434 149,037 146,572 194,440 216,457 164,928
Ol T 4| 1,066,169 188,327 203,519 237,736 257,503 179,084
Lz 529,208 105,542 96,033 123,492 119,909 84,232
CHA 2 A 539,767 114,199 96,140 118,978 121,324 89,126
LRGN 398,861 58,475 74,757 93,139 103,524 68,966
N ZEHERE|A| 117,714 20,377 30,913 31,661 20,549 14,214
A7 4,749,957 823,315 951,957 1,127,569 1,101,801 745,315
PAL 508,033 81,665 79,111 106,371 127,218 113,668
EvICY 550,236 97,779 95,875 116,882 132,965 106,735
2T 717,407 129,645 134,473 156,003 162,585 134,701
Hate e 589,536 100,048 94,438 128,668 142,971 123,411
Hapde 548,890 74,527 88,225 118,438 141,410 126,290
AAE T 874,703 132,433 142,694 183,328 220,023 196,225
AAtE 1,124,540 158,409 201,544 260,190 283,701 220,696
HZREHAX| & 225,351 36,806 43,360 54,509 52,632 38,044
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- LA (2556) 5.7 40.3 487 5.3 46.0 54.0
o4 4 (2,444) 47 385 50.9 5.9 432 56.8
20t} (929) 3.2 37.7 52.9 6.3 408 59.2
30cH (960) 32 334 55.7 7.6 36.7 63.3
A= 40r) (1,103) 43 36.8 53.8 5.0 412 58.8
50CH (1,145) 56 44.1 463 40 497 50.3
60CH (863) 10.1 45.1 39.1 5.7 55.2 44.8
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